Testing a Toilet
for Leaks

By Toiletology

« Hny sounds coming from a toilet that is not being used are sure signs of leaks.

« If you have to hold the handle down to allow the tank to empty.

o If you see water running over the top of the overflow, you definitely have a leaking refill
valve. If you are unsure whether or not water is running over the top of the overflow pipe;
sprinkle talcum powder on top of the water in the tank, and you can clearly see whether or
not it is.

« If you can see water trickling down the side of the toilet bowl long after it’s been flushed.

o If water drips out of the refill tube into the overflow pipe.

o If a toilet turns the water on for 15 seconds or so without you touching the handle
(otherwise known as the phantom flusher).



Let’s say you’'ve done the dye test and found your toilet is leaking, you now have to find out
which part is the culprit ... the flush valve or the refill valve. And there’s another simple
little test that points to the perpetrator of the crime.

Draw a pencil line on the back wall of the tank on the inside of the tank at the waterline.
Then turn the water supply off, either under the tank or at the main shutoff — wait 20 to 30
minutes. If the water level remains at the pencil mark — the leak is occurring at the REFILL
VALVE, the unit in the left side of the tank. If the water level falls below the pencil mark —
the leak is in the FLUSH VALVE, the unit located in the center of the tank.

For more information on fixing your toilet see: www.toiletology.com
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